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VACHEL LINDSAY, LIBRARY PATRON 


By MARTHA WILSON, Librarian, Lincoln Library, Springfield, Illinois 


Vachel Lindsay is gone, and the li- 
brary feels a particular sense of loss. 

He was notable among library pa- 
trons; interested in everything, and 
himself bringing to each contact with 
the staff something enlarging and 
stimulating. 

Always the student and the thinker, 
he was ever delving in books and add- 
ing to his vast store of accurate in- 
formation about many things. His 
poems were written out of painstak- 
ing research and full knowledge of the 
subject touched upon; be it gypsies, 
negro folk lore, Egyptian hieroglyphics 
or the haunts and habits of Johnny 
Appleseed. The Bible was his by in- 
heritance. 

The Ballad; On how to write a 
poem, with its challenge ; Write a poem 
if you can, is revealing. 

Books, events, sounds, and every- 
thing about him, registered in his 
active mind. He had the greatest feel- 
ing for words, and liked to discuss 
them. Johnny Appleseed was largely 
written in the library, and words and 
sounds discussed with the staff. As- 
sonance was the effect sought. 

No library display escaped his at- 
tention and interest and he constantly 
discovered for himself and us, choice 
bits in books and periodicals. No one 
was ever more generous of praise to a 
writer or artist. On one of his last 
visits, he ran through Thomas Der- 
rick’s Parables, with hearty words of 
commendation for the skill and humor 
of the sketches. 

He liked the library clientele of all 
sorts and conditions of folk; the con- 
stant stream of humanity, coming and 
going, the books all about, with their 
challenges, and the somewhat spacious 
look. “All libraries should have wide 
doors,” he said. 

The Springfield flag of his own de- 
signing gave him pleasure when hang- 
ing in the lobby. 

The Friends of Reading evenings in- 


terested him, and he was pleased with 
the audiences that came to them. 
After the crowd came to hear Stephen 
Graham talk of Russian literature, he 
brought other visitors, J. C. Squire of 
the London Mercury, and A. P. Her- 
bert of Punch. Olive Lindsay Wake- 
field, home on a furlough from China, 
talked on Chinese poetry. 


A rousing audience greeted Vachel 
on one of his visits during the Spokane 
residence. “The neighbors and friends 
in the Lincoln Library at a meeting of 
the Friends of Reading were especially 
heartening,” he said in a message in 
the newspapers. 

He was surprised and pleased with 
the Vachei Lindsay scrapbook in the 
library files. 

And how amusing he was when he 
dropped in to tell us of his travels and 
all the funny things that had happened 
to him, and the news of his friends 
whose names we knew through books. 
Happy the chance visitor in the li- 
brary just then. 


His dreams for Springfield encom- 
passed a splendid library. He thought 
of it as something he should like to 
bring about. He repeated “You can- 
not know how I long to do something 
great for Springfield.” 

His idea for the larger library was 
definite and practical—a new wing 
with book service easily accessible on 
the first floor. In the building, a town 
hall where young men could try their 
wits and voices in public speaking. 
In every way a centre for the readers 
and thinkers. Speed the day that it 
may come! . 

The Lindsays have ever been li- 
brary users. Over the years that 
Springfield has had a library building, 
and to the end of her days Vachel’s 
mother, Mrs. Catherine Lindsay, with 
all skill and intelligence, guided her 
club, the Via Christi, through the field 
of Bible study and misisons, and into 
wider explorations in reading and 
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thought. Her picture still sheds bene- The reading tradition remains with 
| dictions on the club she loved so well Elizabeth Lindsay, an authentic apos- 
and the tree planted in her memory is_ tle of books, and the delightful chil- 
a living memorial in the library yard. dren, Susan Doniphan and Nicholas 
Of them all, we have gracious Cave, so early disclosing unusual in- 
memories. telligence and seeing eyes. 


The Town of American Visions (Springfield, Illinois) 


A home town poem, by VACHEL LINDSAY 


Is it for naught that where the tired crowds see 
Only a place for trade, a teeming square, 
Doors of high portent open unto me 


Carved with great eagles, and with hawthorns rare? 


Doors | proclaim, for there are rooms forgot 

Ripened through aeons by the good and wise: 

Walls set with Art’s own pearl and amethyst 
Angel-wrought hangings there, and heaven-hued dyes :— 


Dazzling the eye of faith, the hope-filled heart: 
Rooms rich in records of old deeds sublime: 
Books that hold garnered harvests of far lands, 
Pictures that tableau Man’s triumphant climb: 


Statues so white, so counterfeiting life, 
Bronze so ennobled, so with glory fraught 
That the tired eyes must weep with joy to see 
And the tired mind in Beauty’s net be caught. 


Come enter there, and meet Tomorrow’s Man, 
Communing with him softly day by day. 
Ah, the deep vistas he reveals, the dream 
Of angel-bands in infinite array— 


Bright angel-bands, that dance in paths of earth 





When our despairs are gone, long overpast— 
When men and maidens give fair hearts to Christ 
And white streets flame in righteous peace at last. 


—Kessinger’s Mid-West Review. 
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ILLINOIS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


By EMILY V. D. MILLER, President 


Springfield has been selected as the 
1932 meeting place of the I. L. A. and 
October 12-14 as the time. The Abra- 
ham Lincoln Hotel will be the head- 
quarters. There is little doubt that 
Springfield will be a popular choice ; 
every one wants to go there or, if he 
has already been, wants to go back. 
To librarians in smaller places, par- 
ticularly, the State Library with its 
Extension Division is a place of ut- 
most interest and importance. Next 
October they will have an opportunity 
to see that library and that busy office, 
to meet the people with whom they 
have corresponded there, to learn 
more ways in which they can draw on 
the library resources of the state for 
help at home. There are also a fine 
public library, a college library, a his- 
torical society library, law library, ar- 
chives, state museum. So much to 
see ! 

We have strong committees this 
year in the I. L. A. and we can expect 
to accomplish much through their con- 
certed efforts. How much more might 
be accomplished if every one of the 
800 members of the I. L. A. consid- 
ered himself an associate member of 
one of these committees and did all 
he could to uphold its arm. Perhaps 
the two commitees of most importance 
this year are Certification and State 
Wide Library Extension, because of 
the great importance of these matters 
to Illinois. 


Certification of librarians is design- 
ed to protect the public, in assuring it 
of library service of an accepted level ; 
to protect the library by assuring 
maintenance of its standards; to pro- 
tect the capable, well-prepared libra- 
rian against the incapable, unprepared 
one who sometimes finds a place on a 
library staff through political or family 
influence. According to the A. L. A. 
Council resolution adopted at New 
Haven last June, proposed certification 
legislation will not be retroactive in its 
effect upon librarians in service. 


As regards the importance of state 
wide library extension, need we do 
more than remind you that there are 
ten counties in the State of Illinois 
without any public libraries within 
their borders? Library establishment 
must be promoted and existing li- 
braries strengthened, through demon- 
strations, publicity, through the co- 
operation of all state wide organiza- 
tions. All power and success to the 
I. L. A. committees ! 


This is a significant year for libra- 
ries everywhere, for without, in most 
cases, any increase in revenue, they 
are being called on to bear a heavy 
burden in serving the greatly increased 
reading public the depression has pro- 
duced. People are crowding library 
rooms as never before, in search of 
recreation, of self-improvement, of a 
solution for the problems that con- 
front them, of spiritual comfort, or 
simply of warmth and shelter. The 
librarian must stretch his resources to 
the limits of time, money, and initia- 
tive, and face his responsibility square- 
ly. Hard times bring the library an 
opportunity that good times can never 
bring. If the librarian grasps it the 
library will not be forgotten when 
prosperity comes again; it will have 
won a lasting place in the respect and 
affections of the people. 


Following are the committees for 
the year 1932: 


Legislative Committee: 


Spencer Ewing, Chairman 
O. R. Barnett 

Anna May Price 

H. G. Wilson 

Alice Williams 

Mrs. George Huff 


State-wide Extension Committee: 


Mrs. Arne Oldberg, Chairman 
Michael Gallagher 

Mrs. Paul G. Burt 

Effie Lansden 

C. A. Hempill 
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Mrs. A. W. Errett 

Mrs. Luzetta Hutchinson 
Mrs. Gertrude Macrorre 
P. L. Windsor 

Ida F. Wright 

Mrs. Estes Taylor 


Publicity Commitee: 


Chairman not yet appointed 
Anne Whitmack 

H. L. Williamson 

Thelma Yaggy 

Juanita Engstrand 

Mrs. Amy Houghton 

Lois Farr 

Mrs. Jane Bassett 

Mrs. Paul G. Burt 


Certification Committee: 


Elsie McKay, Chairman 
Anne Tate Harding 
Mrs. L. O. Hackett 
Porter Paddock 
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Anna May Price 
P. L. Windsor 
Earl Browning 


Program Committee: 
Winifred Ver Nooy, Chairman 
Martha Wilson 
Mrs. Oldberg 
Ruth Montgomery 
Randall French 
Emily V. D. Miller, ex-officio 


Membership Committee: 
Laura Perrin, Chairman 
Anne Boyd 
Alice Charlton 
Mary J. Booth 
Dorothy Brown 
Mrs. Katherine Arzinger 
Vera Carlisle 
Cora Belle Morris 
Vera H. Watts 
Olive Stallings 
Bernice Wiedemann 


SARAH C. N. BOGLE 


Sarah Comly Norris Bogle, assistant 
secretary of the American Library As- 
sociation and an international figure in 
the library profession, died January 11, 
at White Plains, New York. Death 
followed an illness of several weeks. 


For five years, from 1924 to 1929, 
Miss Bogle directed the Paris Library 
School under the auspices of the 
American Library Association, as a 
demonstration of what a school of in- 
ternational character would mean to 
the library profession. At the time 
of her death, she had been appointed 
chairman of a committee of the Inter- 
national Federation of Library Asso- 
ciations to consider the establishment 
of a permanent international library 
school, based on the Paris experiment. 
Previous to organizing the Paris 
school, she had conducted a summer 
library school course in Paris, as a 
member of the American committee 
for work in devastated France. 


As the only official woman delegate, 
Miss Bogle represented the American 


Library Association at the Interna- 
tional Library Committee meeting held 
in Stockholm two years ago, and the 
same year participated in meetings of 
the British Library Association and 
the British Institute of Adult Educa- 
tion. The year before at the request 
of the Carnegie Corporation, she 
visited the Virgin Islands to consider 
their library needs. Following this 
visit and a visit of Governor Evans 
to the United States, a grant of $10,000 
was made for the reorganization and 
expansion of the island libraries. 

Miss Bogle’s chief contributions to 
the library profession were made in 
the field of education for librarianship 
and library work with children. As 
secretary of the Temporary Library 
Training Board of the American Li- 
brary Association, and later as secre- 
tary of the A. L. A. Board of Educa- 
tion for Librarianship, a position she 
held at the time of her death, she did 
much to raise professional standards 
and to guide library schools through- 
out the country. 
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FACTS ABOUT A. L. A. FINANCES 


Incredible as it may seem to those 
in close touch with the A. L. A. finan- 
cial situation, the prevalent belief 
among librarians seems to be that the 
Association now has all the money it 
needs. Recently a tentative statement 
was submitted to headquarters for ap- 
proval which announced that the As- 
sociation will have five million dollars 
when it receives the new endowment. 
This statement indicates the sort of 
rumors which may be afloat in spite 
of all previous statements. 

The facts are these: The Associa- 
tion has in the general endowment 
fund $1,050,000. One million of this 
was given by the Carnegie Corpora- 
tion in 1926 and the $50,000 repre- 
sents the endowment which increases 
slightly from year to year from life 
memberships. 

The second million dollars of endow- 
ment, which the Association hopes to 
receive upon presentation of a satis- 
factory program may not be in hand 
in its entirety until late in 1933. The 
promise of this second million dollars, 
contingent upon the Association’s ac- 
complishing certain definite tasks, car- 
ried with it no specific time of fulfill- 
ment. It should be remembered that 
this second million, when received, 
will provide an income which will off- 
set, in part at least, the decrease in the 
annual grants which were made by 
the Carnegie Corporation. 

When the Carnegie Corporation in 
1926 voted a million dollars to the 
A. L. A. endowment, it voted also to 


decrease, and eventually discontinue, 
its annual grants to the Association. 
The grants at that time were about 
$1,555,000. This sum was reduced to 
$15,000 in 1931, and ceased altogether 
October 1, 1931, with the exception of 
certain special grants. This represents 
a decrease of $15,000 in 1932 income. 

The Association is faced conse- 
quently with a period of one year, 
possibly part of two years, during 
which its income for general purposes 
will be less than in 1931. The Asso- 
ciation cannot continue a campaign for 
special memberships in order to qual- 
ify for a million dollars. That has 
been done. But, if it does not retain 
its present—or an equivalent—special 
membership enrollment, some of the 
present work must abruptly cease. 

The amount received for special 
memberships in 1931 was $5,000 short 
of estimated receipts. There were two 
main reasons for this: (1) the endow- 
ment fund was completed at New 
Haven before the year was half over 
and the efforts of Association mem- 
bers relaxed accordingly; (2) the 
nation-wide drive for unemployment 
relief made it necessary practically to 
suspend special membership solicita- 
tion during the autumn months. How- 
ever, the effort to keep the special 
membership enrollment intact will 
have to be renewed now, to avoid 
losing ground in 1932. 

This is the urgent task facing the 
Special Membership Committee—and 
the whole association. 


A. L. A. CONFERENCE AT NEW ORLEANS 


“Libraries in a changing world” 
will be the theme of the 54th annual 
conference of the American Library 
Association which will meet in New 
Orleans April 25th to 30th, 1932. 
Josephine Adams Rathbone, president 
of the Association and assistant di- 
rector of the Pratt Institute School 
of Library Science, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
will preside during the conference 
which it is estimated 2000 representa- 
tives from libraries in all parts of the 


U. S., Canada and Mexico will attend. 

“Cultural problems and prospects in 
the south” is the subject upon which 
Edwin R. Embree, president of the 
Julius Rosenwald Fund will speak at 
a general session of Tuesday morning, 
April 26th. Mr. Embree, who is the 
author of Brown America has made 
an extensive study of secondary edu- 
cation in America, the education of 
negroes and the relations of the white 
and colored races in the U. S. During 
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the past few years he has studied con- 
ditions in Europe and the Far East. 


Frank P. Graham, president of the 
University of North Carolina, will be 
the speaker at the general session of 
Tuesday evening on the subject “The 
public library in American civilization 
—new ideas in education.” Edith A. 
Lathrop of the U. S. Office of Edu- 
cation, who has been conducting a sur- 
vey under a grant from the Carnegie 
Foundation will have as her subject 
“New library service for rural and 
village schools” before the conference 
section on School Libraries. 


Miss Mary Mims, community or- 
ganizer in Louisiana and author of 
The Awakening Community published 
by Macmillan in January, will also be 
a speaker during the week. 


During the week the annual award 
of the John Newbery medal for the 
outstanding contribution of the year 
to literature for children will be made 
at a meeting of the section for Li- 
brary Work with Children at which 
Count Rene d’Harnoncourt, illustrator 
of children’s books, will be the speaker. 
Count d’Harnoncourt, who has lived 
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many years in Mexico, has recently 
published a volume of drawings called 
Mezicana illustrating modern life and 
manners in Mexico. He is a director 
of the Mexican exposition of fine and 
applied arts which toured the U. S. in 
1930-31 under the auspices of the 
American Federation of Arts. 

Problems of Junior college libraries, 
the work of libraries in hospitals and 
in prisons, service to rural and village 
schools, the reading of young people 
and the effect of the depression upon 
reading tastes will be topics for dis- 
cussion during the week by various 
sections. 

An exhibit of reprints and inexpen- 
sive editions is being prepared for the 
Conference by Flora B. Roberts, 
Chairman of the A. L. A. Committee 
on Reprints and Inexpensive Editions. 

Planned especially to attract trustees 
and community leaders who are not 
librarians but who are interested in 
library affairs will be joint meetings 
of the Trustees Section, the League of 
Library Commissions and the County 
Library Section. A tentative program 
will appear in the A. L. A. Bulletin 
for February. 


SCHOLARSHIP IN EDUCATION FOR LIBRARIANSHIP 


Acting under a grant from the Car- 
negie Corporation, the Committee on 
Fellowships and Scholarships of the 
American Library Association has an- 
nounced that a limited number of 
grants is available for the school year, 
1932-33. The purpose of these grants 
is to enable persons who have shown 
promise of contributing to the ad- 
vancement of the library profession to 
pursue a year of special study or re- 
search in library problems. 


In general applicants should be 
graduates of approved colleges or uni- 
versities and should have had one 
year’s work in a library school and 
satisfactory experience, although these 
requirements may be varied for ex- 
ceptional cases. The stipend for a fel- 


lowship will be $1500 or more, vary- 
ing according to the requirements of 
the recipient, and, if warranted, may 
be renewed for a second year. Scholar- 
ships will vary in amount from $750 
to $1000, and will be awarded to per- 
sons with less extensive experience 
and training. 


Applications should be filed before 
February 15th, 1932 and should be ad- 
dressed to the Chairman of the Ameri- 
can Library Association Committee on 
Fellowships and Scholarships, Mr. 
Harrison W. Craver, Engineering So- 
cieties Library, 29 West 39th Street, 
New York, N. Y. The Committee will 
act upon applications before April 1st 
and applicants will be notified as soon 
as possible. 
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ART EXTENSION TOUR 


The Mid-Winter Conference of the 
Art Extension Committee was opened 
with a dinner at the Cordon Club in 
the Fine Arts Building, Chicago. 


Lorado Taft and R. E. Hieronymus, 
leaders of the group, were there to 
greet the many representatives who 
came from all parts of the state. 


After dinner the entire party went 
to the Grand Opera, The Barber of 
Seville. 

Sunday was a very busy day. It 
began with services at the Chicago 
University Chapel, where we had the 
pleasure of hearing Dr. Harold L. 
Bowman, from the First Presbyterian 
Church, Portland, Oregon. Lunch was 
served at the University Disciples’ 
Church just a few steps away. Im- 
mediately after lunch several hours 
were spent in visiting other university 
chapels and the archeological exhibits 
in the Oriental Institute of the Uni- 
versity. From the Institute we went 
directly to the Taft studios. Mr. Taft 
generously led the party through his 
own work rooms, telling us again of 
his project for a miniature illustration 
in chronological order of the history 
of sculpture and architecture. He also 
showed us what he had done on his 
latest commission, the one for Baton 
Rouge. 

Mr. and Mrs. Torrey, Mr. Crunelle 
and Nellie Walker were at home to us 
in their charming studios. Miss 
Walker showed her sketch-model of 
the proposed monument to mark the 
site of Old Salem (near Petersburg), 
for six years the home of Abraham 
Lincoln. The sketch represents the 
figure of Lincoln as a young man 
with a group of men and women in 
the background. Miss Walker ex- 
plained that while she intended two 
or three of the characters should be 
historical, the others were purely 
ficticious, but representing the spirit of 
the old village as accurately as she 
could conceive it. 


Dinner was served for the group at 
the Chicago Woman’s Club where we 


were greeted by the officers of the 
club and Mrs. Headburg, president of 
the South Side Art Association. Sun- 
day came to a close with us uniting 
in the services with the Chicago Sun- 
day Evening Club. 


Monday, very promptly at 9 A. M. 
we motored to the Administration 
building of the Century of Progress. 
We were divided into two groups and 
taken about the building and shown 
the plans and models that have been 
assembled. We next paid a visit to 
the Planetarium and heard the lecture. 


At noon we lunched with the Recrea- 
tion, Parks and Billboard Committee 
at the Men’s City Club. The general 
subject for discussion was “A sane 
billboard policy for Illinois.” Talks 
were made by Robert Kingery, execu- 
tive secretary, Chicago Regional Plan- 
ning Association, and Mr. Everett L. 
Millard, president of the City Club. 
They spoke not only of the unsight- 
liness of most of the outdoor advertis- 
ing but also of its menace to safety in 
driving on the highways. Billboards 
to be effective must attract attention. 
The driver’s attention is apt to be 
diverted from the control of his car, 
curves, turns in the road and traffic. 
Slides were shown illustrating these 
points and the findings of Mrs. W. L. 
Lawton, in her thorough surveys last 
summer. Mrs. Lawton is president of 
the National Council for the Protec- 
tion of Roadside Beauty. 


Before the close of the luncheon, 
Mr. Millard read the following resolu- 
tion : 

WHEREAS, in view of the increas- 
ing use of our highway system by our 
citizens, such action is desirable as 
may be legally and properly taken to 
safeguard our rural highways from 
such uses as may impair their utility 
or beauty, or impair the scenic beauty 
of the landscape where such beauty 
now exists, or increase the hazard of 
the use of such highways, and 


WHEREAS it is generally recog- 
nized that certain types of outdoor 
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advertising and certain types of road- 
side use serve to mar such beauty and 
to increase the hazard of highway use, 


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RE- 
SOLVED that it is the sense of this 
meeting that this Conference favors 
legislation in the State of Illinois, pro- 
viding for the proper and equitable 
regulation and restriction of outdoor 
advertising and other roadside uses 
by zoning, taxation, or other appro- 
priate means, and that a committee of 
five members shall be appointed by the 
Chairman of the meeting to study the 
existing conditions, and in the light of 
such study and of existing and pro- 
posed legislation in this or other com- 
monwealths to confer with individuals, 
civic and commercial organizations, 
and prepare the material necessary to 
accomplish such legislation and regu- 
lation as seems desirable in the prem- 
ises, and further the enactment thereof. 


The last meeting of the conference 
was at the Chicago Lighting Institute 
on the 36th floor of the Civic Opera 
building. The institute is a complete 
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laboratory for demonstrating the latest 
and best methods of exterior and in- 
terior lighting. Examples were shown 
of street lighting, lights for signs, flood 
lights on buildings, airport lighting. 
Interior lighting included the demon- 
stration of direct, indirect and core 
lighting, applications of light to an art 
gallery, which should bring out the 
beauty of painting and sculpture, to 
book stacks in a public library, to store 
windows and of special interest to the 
many women present, a model house 
from living room to laundry. Each 
of the six rooms was charmingly 
lighted with special application to beau- 
ty and utility. 

Mr. Hieronymus gave a brief out- 
line of the summer tour planned for 
July 10-12. The party will gather at 
the University of Illinois, go to De- 
catur and Springfield, then out to Old 
Salem for breakfast on Monday, from 
there on over some of the Lincoln 
trails, finally driving north to Lewis- 
town to look at the Indian Mounds, 
and on into Peoria where the party 
will disband. 


PAUL ANGLE, LIBRARIAN, ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 


Paul M. Angle has been appointed 
librarian of the Illinois State Historical 
Society Library. He succeeds Georgia 
L. Osborne, whose resignation be- 
comes effective February 29. 

Mr. Angle has been living in Spring- 
field since May, 1925, when he became 
secretary of the Abraham Lincoln As- 
sociation (formerly the Lincoln Cen- 
tennial Association). His position as 
secretary, Mr. Angle will continue to 
hold. 

Much of Mr. Angle’s interest has 
been devoted to Lincoln material. His 
article in the Atlantic for April, 1929, 
did much to convince Atlantic readers 
that the minor collection of Lincoln 
letters which the Aiélantic had pub- 
lished serially were not in any way 
authentic. To this and other articles 
on Lincoln may be added two books, 
New Letters and Papers of Lincoln, 
published by Houghton and Mifflin and 


a new edition of Herndon’s Lincoln 
published by Boni. In collaboration 
with Carl Sandburg he hopes to pub- 
lish in October Mary Todd Lincoln: 
The story and the documents. 

Of interest to all Illinois lawyers, is 
his One Hundred Years of Law, an 
Account of the Law Office which John 
T. Stuart Founded in Springfield, 
Illinois, a Century Ago. The present 
firm of Brown, Hay and Stephens is 
the successor of John T. Stuart. 

Mr. Angle was graduated from 
Miami University in 1922, magna cum 
laude honors in history. He received 
the degree of Master of Arts in 1924 
from the University of Illinois. 

In seeking a librarian for the Illinois 
Historical Society, the board is fortu- 
nate in finding such a young man as 
Paul Angle with his literary attain- 
ments, his historical background, with 
his special interest in Lincolniana. 
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HOME BUREAU CONFERENCE 


The annual conference of the IIli- 
nois Home Bureau Federation was 
held at the University of Illinois, Janu- 
ary 11-15. 

More than 500 women, state and 
county officers, Home advisers and 
delegates from county Home Bureaus 
attended the business session. 


While the first purpose of the Fed- 
eration is to study problems relating 
to the welfare of the home and family, 
the various committees enlarge the 
scope of their work. Their hobbies 
now include travel, flowers, gardens, 
birds, music, and hand work. 


The copyright design bill, now be- 
fore Congress, was concretely ex- 
plained. Members of the Federation 
were urged to support the bill. The 
artist may not copyright his work as 
an author copyrights his book. Neither 
is the manufacturer protected in his 
use of designs and styles. He buys 
his designs from the artist, uses the 
best of material in the manufacture of 
the goods, but is powerless against the 
piracy of unscrupulous firms. 

Styles and designs are more or less 
seasonable, their duration is_ short, 
therefore great care is taken in dis- 
playing them. In spite of every effort 
to prevent it, designs and styles are 
sketched by agents of dishonest manu- 
facturers, who reproduce them in in- 
ferior quality of material. Later these 
goods are placed upon the market to 
be purchased by the ignorant and un- 
suspecting public. The artist also is 
cheated out of a royalty. 


The committee on legislation gave a 
detailed report of the State Income 
Bill. The bill has received the active 
support of the rural and agricultural 
sections of the state. It is the general 
belief that an income tax will procure 
a more equitable distribution of taxes. 
The full amount of money accruing 
from the income tax as collected will 
be deposited in the state treasury to 
the credit of the Public School Fund. 
The fund will be prorated to the ele- 
mentary school districts. Each district 


is then supposed to deduct from this 
amount for school purposes an amount 
equal to the difference between that 
received from the state fund and the 
usual tax levy. If this is done, a lesser 
tax will be assessed against both real 
and personal property. The school tax 
is the largest item in the tax assess- 
ment. 


Librarians will be especially inter- 
ested in the report of the Library Ex- 
tension Committee. The Chairman, 
Mrs. J. C. Elliott was unable to be 
present. Mrs. Mathis, a member of 
the committee, read the report as fol- 
lows: 


“We are just completing our first 
year’s work in the Library Extension 
Project. At this time last year we 
recommended that each County Home 
Bureau take up a minor project known 
as the Library Extension Project. The 
purpose is to increase interest in 
reading and to make a study of condi- 
tions in each county favorable to ob- 
taining free book service for every one 
in the county. Accordingly, at the 
first of the year, outlines for such a 
study were sent to each County Home 
Bureau. Miss Price offered to meet 
with chairmen in each county to ex- 
plain the work. 


In the middle of November letters 
were sent to all counties asking what 
each had done with his project ; twen- 
ty-four counties made replies. Five 
reported having had Miss Prices 
services in planning their work and 
three had written to her for definite 
information. Twelve replies brought 
out the splendid cooperation they had 
received from the Library Extension 
Division, the Child Development and 
Parental Education Group having re- 
ceived the most books and Home 
Management the next largest number. 
Some counties brought out the fact 
that their members sent to the Library 
Extension Division for fiction and 
children’s books, another county men- 
tioned that each unit bought a book of 
fiction during the year and these cir- 
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culated among the units. Another sug- 
gested study groups to stimulate read- 
ing and still another had had a special 
lesson on “Our Book Friends.” 

Another service to our membership 
came as a suggestion from Mrs. Mies. 
Book lists were prepared by each of 
our state specialists covering a rather 
complete outline of their work, and 
these lists were sent to all County 
Home Bureaus to be placed in their 
files for reference for all seeking in- 
formation. 

Our committee urges that the coun- 
ties that have begun this project con- 
tinue it and that others take it up as 
soon as possible, and we are most hap- 
py to tell you that Miss Price has of- 
fered her services, or those of her 
assistant, to meet with the county 
committee once each month if they so 
desire. May we not avail ourselves 
of this splendid opportunity to work 
with another state organization to pro- 
mote the highest interests of our home 
life. 

These long winter evenings are a 
splendid time to become more familiar 
with our book friends ; realizing the in- 
spiration and opportunities for char- 
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acter building, may we not make the 
best use of our time. It was interest- 
ing to note that one county reported 
that their members were so busy they 
did not know how they would find time 
to do more. It is true that we must 
constantly remind ourselves that all 
have just twenty-four hours to spend 
each day and that we do have the 
choice of how we shall spend those 
hours. 

If we as Home Bureau women 
really value books we will do all we 
can to interest others in our commu- 
nity and above all to teach our children 
to love good books. 

Write to the Library Extension 
Division, Springfield, Illinois, for an 
application card and state whether it 
be for an individual, a community, a 
club, or a school and upon returning 
the card ask for the types of books 
you desire, if you do not know the 
names of the books you may want, and 
they will be sent to you; the only ex- 
pense being the transportation charges 
to and from Springfield.” 

Respectfully submitted, 
Litt1AN K. ELtiortrt, 
Chairman. 


A VENTURE IN READING 


The Library Extension Division 
compiled the following list of books 
and magazine articles on the present 
economic situation. These lists were 
laid on the desks of the representatives 
and senators in the General Assembly 
in January. Another list is being com- 
piled for February. The plan is to 
present several short lists rather than 
one long one. If one list does not 
catch the attention of the busy law 
makers, another one may. 

Already one senator and one repre- 
sentative have called for books. 


Books of Interest to Lawmakers 


As a member of the Illinois General 
Assembly you may be interested in 
this list of books and magazine articles 
dealing with the economic conditions 
of today. If you cannot secure these 
books from your public library, they 


may be borrowed from the Library 
Extension Division in the Centennial 
Building : 
Causes and cures of unemployment 
by Sir W. H. Beveridge 
Six broadcast talks offering reme- 
dies and their price. From the Eng- 
lish standpoint, but worth careful 
study by Americans. 


Problems of unemployment by P. 
H. Douglas and Aaron Director 
“Covers the extent and costs of un- 

employment, the varieties, the develop- 

ment of employment offices and the 
unemployment insurance system.” 


Menace of overproduction, its cause, 
extent and cure ed. by Scoville 
Hamlin 
Chapters by 17 authorities on differ- 

ent industries with a summary and a 

specific proposal by the editor. 
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America weighs her gold by J. H. 
Rogers 
A helpful contribution toward an 
understanding of the present gold situ- 
ation. 


America’s way out by N. M. 
Thomas 
A “program for democracy” based 
on the possibility of a new social order 
achieved by democratic processes and 
without war. 


Business adrift by W. B. Donham. 


Analyzes business in relation to the 
future, and “urges a_ philosophical 
plan, home markets, and public works 
at reduced wages.” 


Recent Periodical Articles of Note 

Rushlights in darkness by C. A. 
Beard Scribners, December 1931. 
Presents the belief that our con- 

temptuous dismissal of ethics and a 
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lack of philosophy of life are the 

causes of our present confusion. 

The banker’s bankrupt world by J. 
M. Daiger Harper’s, January 1932. 
An explanation of the international 

financial panic of 1931, with the re- 

minder that even after panics and 
bankruptcies the world must go on. 


Collapse of organized labor by 
Louis Adamic Harper’s, January 
1932. 

An astute student of labor gives his 
view of the present status of the 

Federation of Labor. 


The spur of a hard winter by R. 
W. Kelso North American Re- 
view, December 1931. 

The dangers of the threatening dole 
contrasted with the benefits of a re- 
constructed social plan which would 
limit profits and provide a more equit- 
able distribution of the rewards of in- 
dustry for the working classes. 


CONCERNING OLDER CHILDREN CONFERENCES 


Miss Alice Sowers, National Asso- 
ciate Chairman of Parent Education, 
held a series of conferences in Illinois 
from January 18-29. 

Miss Sowers, a specialist in parent 
instruction, is operating under a grant 
from the Laura Spelman Memorial to 
the National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers. 


The conferences were held in 
Evanston, Mendota, Rock Island, 
Peoria, Decatur, Mattoon, Urbana, 


Centralia, Carbondale, Belleville and 
Quincy. Each of the cities was the 
center for a district so that many rep- 
resentatives came from all the neigh- 
boring Associations. 

Miss Sowers was assisted in the 
conferences by the state officers of the 
Illinois Congress. Mrs. Charles A. 
Bennett, State Chairman for Home 
Education, attended many of the meet- 
ings. 

Two sessions were planned, one in 
the form of a round table to consider 
the development of leadership for 
study groups and how to conduct 


them. Special problems were brought 
forward and effort was made to an- 
swer them. Programs for special 
study groups were outlined and dis- 
cussed. 

The program, Miss Sowers says, 
must be built around the needs of the 
parents. “Parent education consists 
of experience plus knowledge. In 
state groups, parents exchange their 
own experiences, tell how they meet 
their problems and discuss results.” 

The second session was given over 
to formal addresses in various phases 
of parent education. Miss Sowers was 
the principal speaker. She has a 
pleasing and charming personality; 
more than that, she has a thorough 
knowledge of her subject and has a 
convincing manner of presenting it. 

The local librarian attended each 
conference. She gave assurance of the 
cooperation of the public library in 
compiling lists of books, adding to the 
present collection such books as would 
prove most helpful, of maintaining a 
reserve shelf in the library and giving 
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all the publicity possible to the library’s 
book resources. 

She also explained that the Library 
Extension Division would supplement 
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material not in local libraries and loan 
direct to associations, parents and 
teachers who were not in close contact 
with a public library. 


GEORGIA OSBORNE, AN APPRECIATION 


By MARGARET NORTON, Superintendent Archives Division, State Library, Springfield 


Miss Georgia L. Osborne retires on 
March first from the librarianship of 
the Illinois State Historical Library 
after a service of thirty-one years in 
that institution. A year ago she was 
seriously injured when struck down 
by a hit and run autoist, and while 
she recovered sufficiently to be able to 
return to her office some months ago, 
her friends are grieved to learn that 
she feels unable to continue her work. 

In June, 1901, Governor Yates ap- 
pointed Miss Osborne, a native of 
Jacksonville, assistant to Mrs. Jessie 
Palmer Weber, first librarian of the 
Historical Library. For twenty-five 
years these two women worked to- 
gether to build the library from prac- 
tically nothing to its present rank as 
one of the leading historical libraries 
of the country. Their qualities com- 
plemented each other and both labored 
so unremittingly for the welfare of 
the department that it is difficult to 
evaluate their individual contributions. 
Primarily Miss Osborne made it her 
function to relieve Mrs. Weber of as 
much of the detail as possible, so that 
Mrs. Weber was able to devote herself 
to the broader aspects of planning, or- 
ganizing, collecting material and gain- 
ing popular and legislative support. To 
Miss Osborne therefore fell the task 
of rendering the books and manu- 
scripts collected accessible and usable 
for the growing numbers of students 
serious and casual who sought her aid 
in locating material. 

In 1926 Mrs. Weber died and in 
November of that year Miss Osborne 
was most fittingly chosen her succes- 
sor, also succeeding to the office of 
secretary of the Illinois State His- 
torical Society and editor of its Journal 
and Transactions. 

The State Historical Library now 





contains about 80,000 volumes dealing 
largely with Illinois and the Missis- 
sippi Valley, also genealogical works. 
There is a famous collection of Lin- 
colniana comprising 3600 volumes and 
numerous manuscripts, also a Lincoln 
room built especially to display mu- 
seum material on Lincoln. This collec- 
tion has been an especial care of Miss 
Osborne’s and her authoritative knowl- 
edge has been of inestimable service 
to writers on Lincoln. She also 
planned and executed the Lincoln 
room for the Sesqui Centennial Ex- 
position at Philadelphia. During her 
administration also Mrs. Minna 
Schmidt of Chicago presented the 
group of over 100 figurines of repre- 
sentative Illinois women which has 
been one of the most popular and in- 
structive permanent exhibits. She has 
secured speakers of national reputa- 
tion to take part in the semi-annual 
meetings of the Society, which are 
widely attended both by local residents 
and out of town members. 

Of Miss Osborne herself it is dif- 
ficult to write with restraint. One of 
the most modest and unselfish of 
women, few except those of us privil- 
eged to work beside her realized until 
she was made chief librarian how 
capable and efficient she had been. 
The library has been her life and no 
work has been too hard, no reference 
question too insignificant for her best 
efforts. Gifted with a remarkably 
retentive memory and with utmost 
generosity in putting all her knowledge 
at the disposal of any who sought her 
assistance, she has put countless 
students in her debt. Her numerous 
friends join in wishing for her a com- 
plete recovery of her health and many 
years of happiness in her new environ- 
ment. 
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EPSILON SIGMA OMICRON 


The Reading Courses incorporated 
in the plan for the establishment of 
the Gamma Chapter of the Epsilon 
Sigma Omicron Honor Society (En- 
lighten your own pathway) are those 
published by the American Library 
Association, the United States Bureau 
of Education and the Illinois Library 
Extension Division. 

For many years the Library Exten- 
sion Division has been enrolling read- 
ers in these courses and issuing cer- 
tificates for satisfactory completion of 
any one course. At the request of the 
Chairman of the Education Depart- 
ment of the Illinois Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, the Library Extension 
Division has extended to the organi- 
zation the courtesy of enrolling all 
club women who wish to undertake 
these study courses; to sell them the 
Reading With a Purpose outlines, 
bound in paper, for 15¢ per copy; to 
check the book reviews and issue cer- 
tificates for all courses satisfactorily 
completed. 

The Illinois Federation of Women’s 
Clubs in establishing the Gamma 
Chapter of the Epsilon Sigma Omi- 
cron Honor Society is giving the mem- 
bers of the federated clubs an oppor- 
tunity to continue their education by 
means of reading courses. 

Each course covers the reading of 
from five to ten books, according to 
the outline. 


Each person who enrolls in a read- 
ing course and completes it according 
to the requirements is entitled to a cer- 
tificate. The requirements for mem- 
bership in the Epsilon Sigma Omicron 
Honor Society are 100 federation 
credits. Each reading course certifi- 
cate is worth 25 federation credits. 
Any member of a state federated club 
may obtain membership in the Honor 
Society by completing four reading 
courses, for which she obtains four 
certificates. This entitles her to wear 
the pin of the organization and take 
part in the business of the Society. 

The Gamma Chapter of the Epsilon 
Sigma Omicron Honor Society has for 
its objective the encouragement oi 
progress in education and literary ap- 
preciation among club women through 
reading courses. The membership of 
this organization shall be composed of 
club women, of clubs affiliated with 
the state federation. Honorary mem- 
bers of the Illinois Federation of 
Women’s Clubs may be _ honorary 
members of this Honor Society. 

The Library Extension Division will 
loan the books in the outlines, pro- 
vided they cannot be secured at the 
local library. 

Reading courses are helpful to any- 
one interested in systematic reading on 
any subject and are used as outlines 
by many readers who have no desire 
to obtain the certificates. 


DuPAGE COUNTY MEETING 


A meeting of the representatives of 
the libraries of DuPage County was 
held in the Wheaton Public Library, 
Monday, February 1. Dr. Reeder, the 
president of the Wheaton Board, called 
the meeting to order. 

Those present were: Miss Bryce, 
Mr. Howe, Mrs. Simon and Mrs. 
Snow of Downers Grove; Miss Mur- 
ray and Mr. Strand of Elmhurst; Mrs. 
Miller, Miss Scott and Mr. Mann of 
Lombard; Mr. Fairbank and Mrs. 
Woodworth of Glen Ellyn; Miss 
Gregg, Dr. Reeder and Mrs. Rotch- 
ford of Wheaton. Mr. L. V. Morgan, 


County Superintendent of Schools 
was also present. 

Mrs. Rotchford was appointed sec- 
retary pro tem. 

Mr. Morgan spoke on the need of 
library facilities by the rural people. 
There are several sources of available 
reading material to the rural schools 
but they are not used to any great ex- 
tent. The lack of reference material 
is felt. Contracts with nearby school 
districts for library service was sug- 
gested. 

Three plans were outlined by Mrs. 
Rotchford : 
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1. A county library 

2. Existing libraries to contract 
with the County for funds to 
extend service 

3. Independent contracts with con- 

tingent areas for library serv- 
ice. 
A discussion followed. 

Mrs. Simon moved and Miss Mur- 
ray seconded that the chairman ap- 
point a committee of eight members (a 
representative from each existing li- 
brary) to make a survey of the county 
and divide it into areas to be served 
by existing libraries and also to gather 
data connected with this movement. 
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The motion was carried. Dr. Reeder 
asked each of the eight library boards 
to elect a member. It was suggested 
that Dr. Reeder act as temporary 
chairman until one is chosen at the 
committee’s first meeting. 

It was moved by Mr. Howe and 
seconded by Mr. Fairbanks that we 
call ourselves “The DuPage Library 
Association”. The motion was carried. 
This includes all trustees and librari- 
ans in DuPage County. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

Mrs. J. R. RotcHForp, 
Assistant Librarian, 
Wheaton Public Library. 


EXHIBITS IN LIBRARIES 


A number of exhibits recently 
shown in libraries have created a cen- 
ter of interest for patrons. In some 
instances libraries find it feasible to 
assemble a special collection for per- 
manent display, but where space and 
funds are to be carefully considered 
the plan of short exhibits at various 
intervals in the year proves more ad- 
visable. The loan exhibit also affords 
an opportunity of viewing unusual and 
expensive collections which are not 
purchasable or otherwise accessible to 
the public. 


Bloomington. An exhibition of 
paintings by William J. Bach and 
Bernard Hinshaw, Normal artists, was 
on display in Russell Gallery of the 
Withers Public Library early in Jan- 
uary. The December exhibit of the 
Bloomington Art Association included 
pottery, silks and cotton textiles, of 
special interest to decorators and 
students of textiles. 


Evanston. The Art Center in the 
Evanston Public Library attracted 
visitors with its showing of painting, 
sculpture and artcraft of Hull House 
for two weeks in November. The 
Christmas exhibit portrayed Yuletide 
customs of other lands, and a special 
tour of the room was conducted by 
librarians who explained the traditions 
represented. A very modern Christ- 
mas tree was arranged by Charles 


Morgan, architect, and the exhibits of 
each country were in charge of Garden 
Club members of Evanston. On Jan- 
uary 4 an International Book Fair 
opened with a display in the lobby of 
the public library representing Japan, 
China and Russia. Books of these na- 
tions were displayed against a back- 
ground of a national character pro- 
duced by the use of pictures and art 
objects of the country represented. 
The Fair continued throughout the 
month with displays from Italy, Cen- 
tral America, southern Europe, Spain, 
Scandinavia, Germany, Austria and 
the Americas successively. The loan 
of a valuable collection of dolls dressed 
in the costumes of their countries, 
and of art ornaments, embroideries and 
potteries, assisted greatly in creating 
an authentic atmosphere for the book 
display. The exhibit of each country 
was arranged by a member of the li- 
brary staff. January 11 to January 
30 marked the Fifth Annual Exhibit 
of Architects on the North Shore in 
the Art Center of the library. 

Freeport. An exhibit of news- 
paper advertising sponsored by the 
Freeport Journal-Standard was held 
at the library in December. The dis- 
play included some of the best adver- 
tisements submitted in classes winning 
the highest recognition in the earlier 
exhibit at the Merchandise Mart in 
Chicago. 
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MELVIL DEWEY 


During the last week of December, 
the press throughout the United 
States chronicled the death of Melvil 
Dewey. 


Dr. Dewey has been one of the most 
significant figures in the library world. 
His Decimal Classification which he 
first published in 1876 has been ex- 
panded through twelve editions. It is 
the classification system used in the 
majority of libraries in the United 
States, large and small. It is becoming 
more and more popular in Europe and 
has lent itself most admirably to the 
needs of the International Institute of 
Bibliography. 


The year 1876 was an eventful year 
in the life of Mr. Dewey. October 4-6 
of that year he met with a group of 
librarians at Philadelphia and organ- 
ized the American Library Associa- 
tion. He was its secretary from 1876- 
1890 and again 1897-98, and was twice 
president, 1890-July 1891 and from 
1892-93. It was also in 1876 that he 
founded and edited the Library Jour- 
nal and established the Library Bu- 
reau, which has recently been absorbed 
by the Remington Rand Business Ser- 
vice, Inc. 


Mr. Dewey went to Columbia Col- 
lege in 1883 where he was librarian 
and where the next year he conducted 
a class in Library Economy. He be- 
came director of the New York State 
Library in 1889 and transferred his 
classes to the State Library, where 
they were formally organized as the 
New York State Library School. Mr. 
Dewey remained director of the school 
until 1906 when he resigned as direc- 
tor of the State Library. 

By reason of his office as Director 
of the State Library, Mr. Dewey was 
also director of the Home Education 
Department and secretary and execu- 
tive officer of the University of the 
State of New York. 

When he resigned from the New 
York State Library, he made Lake 
Placid his home until his death in De- 
cember. He was one of the founders 
of the Lake Placid Club and had been 
its president since 1895. 

The stamp of Mr. Dewey’s influence 
not only permeates the development of 
the American Library profession but 
it is reflected in various other edu- 
cational movements, chief of which 
have to do with metric weights and 
measures and spelling reform. 


GEORGE WASHINGTON BICENTENNIAL 


The Illinois Commission for the 
celebration of the two hundredth an- 
niversary of the birth of George 
Washington was appointed by Gover- 
nor Emmerson upon the authority of 
the state legislature. 

Fifteen representative men and 
women from different parts of the 
state form the commission, with W. I. 
Thon, state representative from Chi- 
cago as chairman. 

Two meetings have been held, both 
luncheons, one in Chicago and one in 
Springfield. 

Editors of Illinois newspapers were 
special guests. 

The United States Congressional 
Commission has declared that in place 
of having one exposition centered in 
one place, the celebration is to be taken 


direct to the people. Every state, city, 
and village, school and organization 
will put on its own program. In order 
that material may be available to all 
the celebration will begin with Wash- 
ington’s birthday, February 22 and ex- 
tend through Thanksgiving day, No- 
vember 24, 1932. 

Suggested programs covering the 
entire period, including other special 
days and special programs for organi- 
zations may be secured from the 
United States George Washington Bi- 
centennial Commission, Washington 
Building, Washington, D. C. 

Emphasis is placed not only upon 
the life and character of Washington 
but also upon patriotism. 

A committee, of which the Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction, Fran- 
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cis G. Blair is chairman, has been ap- 
pointed by the Illinois Commission to 
arrange for three educational contests: 


1. A declamatory contest open to 
the first eight grades of the common 
school. 

2. An essay contest open to the 
students in the four-year high school. 


3. An oratorical contest open to the 
students in any college or university. 
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All schools—public, private and pa- 
rochial are eligible to enter the con- 
tests. 

Full details for the contests may be 
obtained from the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction’s office in Spring- 
field. 

Books, pamphlets and _ periodicals 
for programs and contests may be bor- 
rowed from the Library Extension Di- 
vision. 


PROGRESS OF THE YEAR 


A marked growth in the use of pub- 
lic libraries in Illinois and increased 
demands upon them is revealed in the 
annual reports recently issued by li- 
braries throughout the state. A part 
of the increased use may be attributed 
to the economic depression with its 
resulting unemployment and enforced 
leisure. However, surveys for a 
period of years show a steady en- 
largement of the field and usefulness 
of the libraries. 

In every report, an increase in the 
number of men using the library is 
emphasized. The library is able to 
strengthen the morale of the unem- 
ployed, and to offer definite assist- 
ance in the preparation for a new job, 
or in increasing ones present useful- 
ness. 

Financial support has not increased 
commensurately with the calls upon 
the resources of the library. On the 
contrary a large number of libraries 
must carry on an enlarged program 
with decreased appropriations and re- 
duced staff. 

Aurora. A circulation of 285,850, 
an increase of 25,977 over 1930, was 
recorded at the Aurora Public Library. 
The greatest proportionate increase 
was in the number of non fiction cir- 
culated. Demands upon the branches 
increased, and it was found necessary 
to extend the hours at the Bardwell 
School Branch in order to take care 
of its patrons. The schools in Mont- 
gomery and in North Aurora, as well 
as a number of rural schools, were 
served with reading and reference ma- 
terial by the library. 


Champaign. A fifteen per cent 
increase in the number of books cir- 
culated in 1931 over 1930 was attained 
by the Champaign Public Library, 
with a total circulation of 203,849. 
The circulation of the Marquette 
Branch increased nineteen per cent. 


Chicago. In the Chicago Public 
Library with a greatly decreased bud- 
get and staff, a new circulation record 
for the United States and the world 
was made. A total of 15,807,902 
books were borrowed from the li- 
brary, which has a book stock of only 
1,730,000. Since June 1, due to the 
financial situation, no new books have 
been purchased; only a small number 
of volumes were added during the 
first half of the year. A consequent 
revival of interest in older books and 
in the classics has been noted. The 
department of deposits, which has a 
book stock of 89,940, has 221 agencies 
in factories, settlement houses, stores, 
hospitals, etc. Last year 1,108,339 
books were circulated through this de- 
partment. 


Decatur. A ten year statistical 
survey of the Decatur Public Library 
revealed an increase of 7,720 in the 
number of borrowers registered, 
22,253 more volumes in the library, 
and an increase in circulation of 
176,454. The library appropriation 
during that period was increased by 
only $8,976. 38,956 more books were 
circulated in 1931 than in 1930, the 
greatest increase, 14 per cent, being 
in the adult department. 
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East St. Louis. 272,387 books 
were issued by the East St. Louis Li- 
brary in 1931, a gain of 27,652 over 
the preceding year. For the ten year 
period, the increase in circulation was 
136 per cent, and in reference, 197 per 
cent. A 138 per cent increase in bor- 
rowers was recorded for that period, 
while the number of visitors was 115 


per cent. The book stock was in- 
creased 35 per cent. 
Evanston. A gain of 13 per cent 


in the total circulation, and of 20 per 
cent in adult reading was reported by 
the librarian of the Evanston Public 
Library. An increase of 100 per cent 
was made in the circulation for the 
past seven year period. A special de- 
mand was noted for bocks which 
would be of assistance in obtaining 
better jobs or in equipping one unem- 
ployed for a different vocation. Books 
on economics and current material on 
the present unemployment condition 
and depression have been popular. 
The three subject groups attaining the 
greatest increase were literature, fine 
arts, and travel. The total non- 
fiction circulation was 266,326 ; fiction, 
355,503. The per capita circulation in 
1931 was 9.8; in 1930, 8.7. 

Harrisburg. The circulation in 
the Harrisburg Public Library in- 
creased 5,467 in the six months ending 
October 1931 over the same period in 
1930, and 11,519 over 1929. A total 
of 37,147 books was issued for home 
use from May to November 1931. In 
September a story hour for the second 
and third grade children was in- 
augurated by the library, and the at- 
tendance has steadily increased from 
the small original group to one of 
eighty. 

Joliet. An increase of 11 per cent 
in the number of books issued and a 
total circulation of 359,131, was re- 
ported at the Joliet Public Library. 
3,743 new borrowers were added, 
making a total of 12,500 registered. 
1886 of these were non-residents, 
living in communities without library 
contacts. 


Oak Park. The Oak Park Public 
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Library attributes its 55 per cent in- 
crease in the circulation of books in 
sociology to the unusual interest mani- 
fest in the economic affairs of this 
country. The steady demand for books 
about European countries, Russia in 
particular, raised the circulation of 
travel 61 per cent. The total number 
of books issued increased 23.8 per 
cent, from 451,617 to 559,528, and the 
per capita circulation from 7 to 8.7 
books. Forty-nine per cent of the 
total circulation was issued from the 
three branches. In six years, the num- 
ber of books issued has increased 118 
per cent; the average daily circulation 
from 886 in 1925 to 1,828 books in 
1931. There was a gain of 45 per cent 
in the number of readers registered. 
At the end of 1931, there were 21,606 
borrowers, 33.7 per cent of the total 
population. 


Ottawa. An average monthly in- 
crease of 2,163 volumes is indicative 
of the greater use of Reddick’s Li- 
brary. 125,812 books were circulated 
in 1931 in contrast to the issue of 
99,857 in 1930. The economic condi- 
tions in Ottawa, as in many of the 
other cities in Illinois, has placed a 
heavier burden upon the library; a 
marked increase in the number of de- 
mands by men was noted, and a large 
number of new readers were added 
to the roll of borrowers. 


Peoria. The number of books is- 
sued in the month of December was 
the largest in the history of the Peoria 
Public Library, a gain of 7,779 over 
December 1930. The total number for 
the year was 776,319, a gain of 16 per 
cent. The number of readers in the 
business room jumped from 17,000 in 
1930 to more than 20,000 in 1931. 
There were numerous requests for 
courses in salesmanship, short story 
writing, and various trades. The need 
of assistance in tiding over the out-of- 
work period was indicated by the 
questions for material on poultry pro- 
duction, the raising of rabbits and 
frogs, and by the requests for formu- 
las for making soaps, polishes, candy, 
etc. 
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Rockford. An increase of ap- 
proximately 15 per cent brought the 
total circulation at the Rockford Pub- 
lic Library to 594,802. Adult patrons 
read 55,000 more books than in 1930, 
and the children borrowed 20,000 vol- 
umes more than in the previous year. 
A new reading room in which books 
on business are shelved was opened in 
the main library. 

Rock Island. The report for the 
Rock Island Public Library revealed a 
total of 257,583 books borrowed, ex- 
ceeding all previous records. The larg- 
est monthly circulation was 29,245. 
The per capita expense for the main- 
tenance of the library was sixty cents, 
the per capita circulation was 6.4, an 
increase of 1.4 over 1930. 

Sterling. A new record for circu- 
lation was made each month but one 
by the Sterling Library in 1931, each 
month exceeding similar months in 
1930 by more than 1,000 volumes. 
The average increase was 1500 books a 
month. The total circulation of 80,083 
was greater by 17,786 than that for 
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1930. The largest circulation was in 


December, with November a close 
second. 
Waukegan. The establishment of 


three branches by the Waukegan Pub- 
lic Library in 1931 enlarged the use- 
fulness of the library to the city. The 
circulation was increased by 12,823 
volumes to the total of 117,434. Refer- 
ence aid was given to 51,917 patrons, 
in addition to the numerous telephone 
reference calls. Fifteen schools were 
served with classroom libraries, 95 
rooms receiving deposit libraries this 
past year. During the coming year it 
is hoped that additional stations may 
be opened, providing for those chil- 
dren and adults living in communities 
without easy access to the main or 
branch libraries. 

Wheaton. Portrait busts and 
animal studies were exhibited at the 
Public Library in November. The 
sculptured work of Viola Norman, 
head of the Chicago School of Sculp- 
ture, and Elizabeth Haseltine of the 
Chicago Art Institute were on display. 


GIFTS 


Galesburg. Knox College. A 
$10,000 grant for purchase of books 
has been made by the Carnegie Cor- 
poration upon recommendation of its 
advisory group on College Libraries. 
The money will be paid in three an- 
nual installments. The grant is given 
as part of a project in the standardiza- 
tion of college libraries to make avail- 
able to all students equivalent re- 
sources of printed matter. 

Highland Park. A valuable col- 
lection of nineteen etchings by Piranesi, 
an Italian artist of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, was presented to the library by 
Alfred Hamill, president, Lake Forest 
Public Library Board. Mrs. Charles 
Rubens, a trustee of the Highland 
Park Library, is having the greater 
part of the collection framed. 

Another important gift is a collec- 
tion of books relating to the invention 
of the telephone, presented by Charles 
A. Brown, patent attorney of Chicago. 
These books deal particularly with the 


claims of Elisha Gray as inventor of 
the telephone. A letter from Mr. 
Gray was given by F. W. Cushing. 

Other items added to the autograph 
letters owned by the library are one 
signed by John Galsworthy and one 
from John Fiske, donations of Alfred 
Meyer. 

Two pages of medieval illuminated 
manuscript, the gift of Charles Ru- 
bens, are being framed. 

The first publisher of radium maps, 
Ernest Sundell, has given a copy of 
his latest map of the heavens, the Sun- 
dell Radium Star Map. 

Metropolis. New tables and 
chairs for the reading room of the 
public library have been purchased 
with the money left the library by 
Mrs. Addie McCawley. 

Oneida. Mrs. Philip S. Post of 
Chicago has given $100 for the pur- 
chase of new books for the Greig 
memorial library in memory of her 
husband. 
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Peoria. A bust of George Wash- 
ington was presented to the library by 
Congressman William E. Hull on the 
morning of December 23. Mrs. Jacques 
Bloom, vice president of the board of 
trustees, accepted the gift on behalf 
of the library and Mayor Homer L. 
Ahrends added a few words of ap- 
preciation. The bust is a copy of one 
made by Joseph Nollekens, an English 
sculptor and contemporary of Wash- 
ington. 

Princeton. A bust of Washing- 
ton, the gift of Congressman William 
E. Hull, was formally presented by 
him at a public ceremony held in the 
library in November. Mayor Claude 
Brown, presiding at the meeting, ex- 
pressed the appreciation of the com- 
munity and a number of representa- 
tive men of the city made talks, rela- 
tive to the life of Washington and 
in acknowledgment of the generous 
gift of Congressman Hull. 
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Savanna. A collection of more 
than 1500 postcards has been sent to 
the library by Helen Scott Hay, resi- 
dent of Europe and a world traveler. 
The cards have been collected by Miss 
Hay from all parts of the world and 
show scenes of many foreign coun- 
tries. The library is placing them in 
a special file in geographical arrange- 
ment and hopes to augment the col- 
lection with other views in the future. 

Winnetka. John Bross Lloyd has 
presented the library with a signed 
copy of the de luxe edition of Life 
Portraits of Washington ond Their 
Replicas by John Hill Morgan and 
Mantle Fielding. The volume which 
describes and portrays the many like- 
nesses of George Washington, is 
limited to 100 copies, of which this 
is No. 99. The gift was made by Mr. 
Lloyd as a memorial to his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Demarest Lloyd, 
early founders of the library. 


LIBRARY BUILDINGS 


Millikin University Library, Decatur 

Formal dedication of the new Or- 
ville B. Gorin Library took place in 
the university auditorium on Friday, 
November 20, in the presence of 
alumni, students, faculty and friends 
of the university. Orville B. Gorin, 
senior member of the trustees of the 
Millikin estate, for whom the library 
was named, was guest of honor at the 
ceremony. After a welcome to the 
guests by President J. H. White of 
Millikin University, Professor James 
H. White of the University of Illi- 
nois, the supervising architect, ex- 
plained how the structure has been de- 
signed to meet the needs of the school, 
and presented the building to Dr. 
Silas E. McClelland of the trustees of 
the Millikin estate, who in turn pre- 
sented it to the University trustees. 
Addresses of acceptance were made by 
Charles E. Gullett, president of the 
school trustees, J. Sherman McClel- 
land, president of the board of man- 
agers, and Eugenia Allin, University 
librarian, to whom the keys of the li- 
brary were presented. Carl H. Milam, 


secretary of the American Library As- 
sociation, was chief speaker on the 
dedication program. Brief addresses, 
a dedicatory prayer, music and the 
benediction completed the exercises. 

The new $150,000 building, begun 
in November, 1930, is a three story 
structure of brick and terra cotta in 
the Elizabethan style of the other cam- 
pus buildings. It has a capacity of 
90,000 volumes with provision for 
more stacks. The library is fire proof, 
with non-sound conducting walls and 
floors. Aschauer & Waggoner of De- 
catur are the architects. The new 
library, which now houses about 
25,000 volumes, was opened for use 
on December 2, 1931. 


Northwestern University Library, 
Evanston 

The cornerstone for the new Charles 
Deering Library building was laid on 
the Evanston campus on the afternoon 
of January 12. Roger McCormick, 
grandson of the late Charles Deering, 
Mrs. Chauncey McCormick, his 
mother, and Mrs. Charles Deering, his 
grandmother, participated in the cere- 
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mony of placing the cornerstone for 
the $1,250,000 building which is to be 
the gift of the members of the Deer- 
ing family. The library will occupy 
a central position on the campus and 
will constitute the first unit in the 
comprehensive program of expansion 
which will take half a century and 
$100,000,000 to complete. The new 
building, designed by Charles Gamble 
Rogers, Inc., official architect for 
Northwestern University, will be a 
three story structure with reading 
rooms on each floor, and book stacks 
in the rear flanked by work rooms and 
administrative offices. 


Public Library, Western Springs 

A simple ceremony, held on the 
birthday of the man in whose memory 
it was given, marked the dedication of 
the new Thomas A. Ford Memorial 
Library. On January ninth the pre- 
sentation of the library was made by 
Mrs. Thomas A. Ford, in behalf of 
the Ford family, by turning over the 
keys to R. P. Asbaugh, president of 
the library board. The Reverend 
John W. Rahil spoke of the history 
of the public library in the village, and 
Dr. William A. Ford of Rockford, 
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son of Thomas A. Ford, made the 
presentation speech. Addresses of ac- 
ceptance were made by Mr. Asbaugh 
for the library board and C. A. Wick- 
strom, president of the village board. 
Myles J. Philips, for many years the 
business associate of Mr. Ford, was 
also a speaker on the program. 

The new building, in Bedford stone, 
has a Brittany tile roof, and the ex- 
terior is marked by ornaments in stone. 
On the interior, the ceiling is plastered 
with a rough finish and the room is 
lighted by large chandeliers of ham- 
mered iron as well as a lamp on each 
table and a lighting fixture attached to 
each book stack. The furniture, also 
the gift of the Ford family, is of dark 
waxed oak. A large fireplace of Bed- 
ford stone, with a wide mantle, has a 
wall panelled above in squares of oak. 
The floor of the library is oak in 
parquetry pattern. The building has 
a capacity of about 12,000 volumes. 

Resolutions of thanks to Mrs. Ford 
and the Ford family for their gift 
were passed by the board of trustees 
of the library and by the village board, 
to be sent to Mrs. Ford and incor- 
porated as a part of the village record. 


LIBRARY NOTES 


Aurora. The public library has 
united with Aurora College in sponsor- 
ing a series of eight lectures, which 
are being offered without fee to the 
public, each week in library hall. The 
general subject of the lectures is “The 
American Dream: Its Promise and Its 
Fulfillment,” and upon this general 
theme the speakers will give their in- 
dividual topics on the cultural develop- 
ment of America. This series of lec- 
tures is the second annual course of- 
fered in Aurora and a number of the 
same speakers who were popular in 
the opening course will present lec- 
tures in the present series. 

Berwyn. A_ reading club for 
children from the fifth to eighth grades 
was organized at the library Novem- 
ber 14, and has already enrolled sixty 
members. The club meets every 
Saturday morning. 


Carmi. A display of old books, 
many more than a hundred years old, 
were exhibited at the Public Library 
during November. Most of the books 
were loaned by residents of the city. 

Chicago. Newberry Library. A 
group of fifty books, chosen by the 
Chicago Society of Typographical 
Art, as the best of the year, were ex- 
hibited at the Newberry Library dur- 
ing November and December. Dr. 
Horace J. Bridges, spoke at the open- 
ing of the exhibition on November 18. 

Chicago. Public Library—Austin 
Branch. Figures illustrating the char- 
acters in Sandburg’s Rootabaga stories 
have been displayed for the past month 
at the Austin Branch. They were 
made by members of the Austin 
Woman’s Club. 

Chicago. Public Library—Fred- 
erick H. Hild Branch. An unusual 
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attraction was offered for Book Week 
by Berta and Elmer Hader, illustra- 
tors of children’s books, who showed 
how they make illustrations and left 
the originals made at the library as 
gifts for the children. Agatha Shea, 
director of children’s work in the 
branch libraries, spoke at the library 
one afternoon during Book Week, and 
a marionette play, Snow White and 
the Dwarfs, was presented twice dur- 
ing the period. Exhibits of children’s 
books were also on display in the li- 
brary. 


Chicago. Public Library—Henry 
E. Legler Regional Branch. Elmer 
and Berta Hader, illustrators of chil- 
dren’s books, were guests at a tea given 
by the staff in November. Pearl I. 
Field, librarian, owing to her interest 
and enthusiasm in the gathering of 
local history, has been elected honorary 
life president of the West Side His- 
torical Society. 

Decatur. The librarian and heads 
of the four major departments of the 
library were the special guests and 
speakers at a January meeting of the 
Rotary Club. Miss Dill, the librarian, 
by means of graphs, traced the de- 
velopment of the library since it 
was founded thirty years ago. Miss 
Wayne gave the members quite a new 
conception of the questions that come 
to the reference desk. Miss Baker sum- 
marized the various tastes and pur- 
poses of the great number of readers. 
How to make use of the card catalog 
was explained by Miss Pollock, while 
Miss MacLeod told how easily im- 
pressions were gained by children and 
how very important it was to expose 
them to only very good books. 

Because of increased book circula- 
tion in the East End Branch of the 
public library, the opening hours on 
Thursday have been changed to 2-8 :30, 
instead of 2-6. Nelius Martin is li- 
brarian of the branch. 


Dixon. A juvenile department is 
to be opened this year on the ground 
floor of the building. Bids were sub- 
mited early in January for the neces- 
sary alterations. The plans are drawn 
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to provide for a street entrance on the 
south side. A children’s librarian will 
probably be added to the staff. 

Granite City. A library loan ser- 
vice in St. Elizabeth’s Hospital was 
inaugurated the first of January by 
the Public library. Mrs. Stallings, the 
librarian, is cooperating with the hos- 
pital staff in providing wholesome and 
recreational reading for the patients. 
Both magazines and books are included 
in the service. 

Jacksonville. A puppet show 
The Holly Goblin’s Christmas was 
the main attraction at the annual 
Christmas party given in the children’s 
room. Several holiday stories were 
also read by Dorothy Hiatt, the chil- 
dren’s librarian. 


La Grange. A bronze tablet, a 
memorial to Louise DeWitt, librarian 
for twenty-four years, has been placed 
in the public library. The tablet, de- 
signed by J. N. Tilton, chairman of 
the Memorial Committee, bears Miss 
DeWitt’s name, the dates of her years 
of service, and the words “Thrice hap- 
py they when death shall come, who 
have the plaudit earned, ‘Well Done’.” 


Lake Forest. The first two of a 
series of twelve murals by Ramisoff 
have recently been placed in the lobby 
of the Reed Memorial Library. 


Moline. Hope White has been 
appointed children’s librarian of the 
Moline Public Library, following the 
resignation of Mrs. Waldo Johnson, 
who was formerly Miss Mildred 
Herbst. Miss White has been head of 
the extension department for two 
months and will continue with this 
work with the city schools and branch 
libraries, but will devote the greater 
part of her time to the children’s de- 
partment. 


Park Ridge. Mother Library's 
Tea Party, signalizing the conclusion 
of the Vacation Reading Travel Club, 
was staged at the Community House 
October 28, under the direction of 
Irene F. Jachim. Mrs. Rondesa 
Baker, of the board of trustees, pre- 
sided. The Park Ridge school for 
girls sang several groups of folk songs 
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and national ballads. Readings by 


Mrs. Alfred Risser preceded the play. 
Frances Holbrook, the librarian, as- 
sisted by Charlotte Tarnow, a member 
of her staff, presented the travel read- 
ing diplomas, gold seals and prizes, a 
book being awarded in each grade. 


Riverside. A _ rental shelf has 
been inaugurated at the library to 
take care of the large demand for re- 
cent titles. 


Sandwich. Photographs of per- 
sons and places prominent in the de- 
velopment of the town’s history are 
being sought for a permanent record 
to be housed in the library. 


Springfield. Martha Wilson, li- 
brarian of Lincoln Library, Spring- 
field, has compiled a list of books for 
the use of the Boy Scouts in securing 
the merit for reading. 


Wheaton. Expansion of the 
Adams Memorial library will provide 
second floor space for the juvenile de- 
partment with reading alcoves beneath 
the windows, on either side of the 
large room. Book shelves will line the 
walls and a large center reading table, 
with smaller tables about it, will afford 
pleasant quarters for the children. The 
extensive alterations in the building 
and furnishings for the new room are 
being made possible through the gen- 
erosity of Mrs. Katherine Wells. The 
library has recently started opening at 
noon instead of 1:15 as formerly. 


Wilmette. The Book Worms pre- 
sented a play, Christmas Every Day 
of the Year, at the regular story hour 
period, December 26. The Book 
Worms was organized this fall as a 
winter reading club and is limited to 
the boys and girls from the fifth to 
eighth grades. 

A Yule hour for adults was held 
the preceding Wednesday night at the 
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library. Christmas stories and poems, 
and Christmas songs comprised the 
program. 


IN MEMORIAM 


Rev. John P. Brennan, vice presi- 
dent of the board of trustees of the 
Quincy Public Library, died during 
the Christmas holidays. Rev. Bren- 
nan had been a member of the library 
board for many years, and was a 
former president of the board. 

Mr. J. J. Gummersheimer, vice 
president of the Belleville Public Li- 
brary was accidently killed by a train 
February 1st. Mr. Gummersheimer 
has been a member of the board since 
1922. The public library appealed to 
him as an agency for education. He 
was faithful and untiring in giving of 
his time and experience. 

Mrs. R. M. Skinner of Princeton 
died at her home December 9. For 
twenty-five years her work as a mem- 
ber of the board of library trustees was 
constructive and outstanding. 


For Sale: The Highland Park Pub- 
lic Library has for sale: 
1. Sitting height wing charging 
desk. Dark quar. oak. (Library 
Bureau. ) 


2. Sloping top tables for children’s 
picture books and magazines. Dark 
quar. oak. (Library Bureau.) 


3. Single faced display case with 
bulletin board. Dark quar. oak. (Li- 
brary Bureau.) 

4. Four shelved display case. Dark. 
( Made locally.) 


Wanted :—Position as assistant or 
librarian at small college or public li- 
brary for the summer. 5 yrs. exper- 
ience. H.S.; 1 yr. Public Library; 4 
yrs. student assistant in college. Write, 
Librarian, Alton Senior High School, 
Alton, Illinois. 


(73470—2M) 


1 MBB. 











